
 
 

 
 

2025 PERCUSSION AUDITIONS – EXCERPT REQUIREMENTS 
 

Please choose at least TWO instruments to play the following excerpts: 
 

• Triangle 
o Rimsky-Korsakov: Scheherazade, 9th bar of Rehearsal W through 6th bar of Rehearsal 

X (page 2) 
o Respighi: Fountains of Rome, Rehearsal 5 through end of Rehearsal 8 (pages 7-8) 

• Glockenspiel – Respighi: Fountains of Rome, 13th bar of Rehearsal 3 through 9th bar of 
Rehearsal 4; and 5th bar of Rehearsal 6 through 1st bar of Rehearsal 7; and Rehearsal 18, 12 
bars; and 5th bar of Rehearsal 22 through 10th bar of rehearsal 22 (pages 9-10) 

• Tambourine – Rimsky-Korsakov: Scheherazade, Rehearsal F to Rehearsal G; and 29th bar of 
Rehearsal K through 33rd bar of Rehearsal L (page 3) 

• Snare Drum (Tambur piccolo) – Rimsky-Korsakov: Scheherazade, mvmt. III Rehearsal D to 
Rehearsal I; and mvmt. IV Rehearsal P through first bar of Rehearsal R (pages 4-6) 

 
AUDITION GUIDELINES 

 

The following guidelines are offered to help you prepare the best possible audition:  
1. Listen to several recordings of the works from which your required excerpts are taken. 

This will give you a general idea of tempo and style, and provide context for each 
excerpt.  

2. Play mock auditions for your teacher or friends before playing the Charlottesville 
Symphony audition. This can help you work out issues related to nervousness and will 
give you a good preview of what the audition experience might feel like.  

3. Try recording yourself playing your solo piece (if required) and excerpts. Listen to your 
recordings and be critical of your performances. You might find that you become your 
own best teacher!  

 
On audition day:  

1. Symphony auditions are not “blind” so please dress as you would for an interview or 
important meeting.  

2. Be ready to play once you walk through the doors.  
3. Remember that the people listening to your audition have taken plenty of auditions 

themselves and understand how difficult they can be. Try to remain relaxed and give it 
your best shot!  

 
Good luck!  
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